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A third midrash comments on the first word of the Song of
the Red Sea, “Then (Moses will sing)” (Az yashir Moshe). When
Moses first went to Pharaoh to plead on behalf of the Jewish
people, things subsequently became worse for the Israelites.
Moses then complained to God, “From the time that I came to
Pharaoh, things have become worse for the Jews"” (“"Me’az bati
el Paroh . . .”"). Moses started his complaint with the word az.
He wasn’t punished for what he said, because he spoke out of
pain for his Jewish brethren. Nevertheless, his manner of
complaint was somewhat inappropriate. Therefore, when Mo-
ses finally saw the salvation of God, he used_the same word,
az, to praise God in the Song of the Sea, as a corrective for his

_earlier inappropriate complaint,®
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[ The Jews’ task was to realize that God
created this situation for a distinct spiritual purpose: When
people are saved from a crisis, they normally feel grateful to
God. The Israelites could have said to God. “You want us {0
thank You for saving us? You are the one w sis
altogether. You are the one who brought in animals on both of
our sides, thereby preventing our escape.” Whgn confronted
with their situation, the Israelites were not quite sure what
their reactions should have been. By using their wisdom, they
understood that God’'s actions had a purpose. They were

intended to show the world that God is the Master and (_Zop-
troller of everything that happens. He created the crisis in
order to manifest Himself in this wav and to demopstrate thét
‘when people are in danger, God will help them if they will

only turn to Him.

> This concept clarifies why Moses began the Song with ’_che
word, az. When he first complained to God that the oppression
of the Jews was getting worse and worse, he did so because
their tribulations seemed to have no direction. When he saw
their salvation at the Red Sea, he understood that there was a
purpose behind all of their suffering, namely, to creatfiha
greater proclamation of God's existencg.'When Moses sm;g ﬁ
Song, he did so not only for that specific salvation, but for a
of the troubles that had befallen the Ie‘vs—trouhlemmh}gh
he could then see a higher purpose. .

The more someone suffers, the greater is the revelation of
God that follows it. Jews do not sing praise to God only for

"oeing saved. We sing for the entire process of salvation, includ-

ing that which was painful, because it ultimatel reveals God’s
involvement in the world.
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When, God allowed Pharaoh’s tremendous power to be seen
by all, it made people think that there was no power in the
world greater than Pharach’s. Had Pharaoh’s power not
seemed so absolute, God's vanquishing him and rescuing the

Israelites would not have been so impressive. When God
drowned Pharaoh and his hosts, it became evident to the world

that God is greater than even the greatest of human beings and
that He ultimately controls the world.

It is only in retrospect that we truly understand the meaning

of why we must go through certain difficulties. At that point,
we can praise God for both our salvation and our troubles

Since the Jews at the Red Sea sang a song not only for their

salvation but for all of the preceding crises, the angels ex-
claimed that God caused salvation to grow slowly over time.
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An analogy would be as follows: music is a deep and
wonderful example of the beauty which can be perceived in the ) . 2
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effect is achieved by playing those individual notes — each note
music gesm:l_tstne cannot produce music “as a whole” in one e
single action — one can only execute each individual tiny
component faithfully and accurately; when this is carefully

done, music is the result. . ) ;
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! I . such as when evervthing dies
in the autumn and goes into a deep freeze for the winter. The
moment spring comes, we realize that what seemed tn be
death was only a figment of pur Imagina HDRS-M@

was only God’s way of putting things into a temporary state of
dormancy. Subsequently, God i '

_tha'(.auOWS them to be even stronger than they were the
previous vear. This is how the physical world operates.
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